
 
 



 
 



How Are Rainbows Formed - Comprehension Questions 

**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1. What is the sunlight composed of? 

a. Light of a single color 

b. Light traveling at different speeds 

c. Light of varying intensity 

d. Light of varying wavelength 

2. What does the author explain in the first paragraph of the text? 

a. How light travels 

b. How a rainbow is formed 

c. Why rainbows are shaped like an arc 

d. Why rain causes light to split into separate colors 

3. Read these sentences from the text. 

“Sunlight is composed of light of varying wavelengths. [...] When light enters water, it bends  

(refracts). The amount of bending depends on the wavelength of light. As a result, the light 

splits into its components of colors.” 

What can you conclude based on this evidence? 

a. Each wavelength of light bends the same amount when it enters water. 

b. When light enters water, its wavelength is altered. 

c. Each component color of light has a different wavelength. 

d. The component colors of light all have the same wavelength 

4. When would be the most likely to see a rainbow? 

a. In the evening on a partly rainy, partly sunny day 

b. In the morning on a bright, sunny day  

c. Each component color of light has a different wavelength 

d. The component colors of light all have the same wavelength 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5. What is the main idea of this text? 

a. Sunlight is composed of light of varying wavelengths. Short wavelength light appears 

blue, and long wavelength light appears red. 

b. Rainbows form when sunlight enters raindrops, splits into different color components, 

and then re-emerges from the raindrops. 

c. The colors of a rainbow form an arc because of the angles at which light of different 

wavelengths reaches your eye. 

d. You will only see rainbows when there is rain in front of you and somewhat in the 

distance, and the sun is behind you and fairly low on the horizon. 

6. Why  might the author have chosen to list Faces 1, 2, and 3 separately instead of describing 

them in one paragraph? 

a. To emphasize the importance of these facts to the way rainbows form 

b. To show that these facts are not related to each other in any way 

c. To indicate that these facts do not affect the way rainbows form 

d. To make the explanation of how rainbows form seem more complicated 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence. 

Light’s wavelength determines its perceived color; _______, short wavelength light appears 

blue. 

a. Initially 

b. For instance 

c. However 

d. Similarly 

 

8. When light enters water, it bends. What does the amount of bending depend on? 

 

 

9. For a rainbow to form, sunlight needs to enter and then re-emerge from raindrops. Describe 

what happens to the light between when it first enters a raindrop and when it comes out of the 

raindrop. Support your answer with evidence from the text. 

 

 



10.Why might you only see a rainbow when rain is in front of you? Support your answer with 

evidence from the text and images.





Railroad Bridge, Argenteuil - Comprehension Questions 

**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1. Which artist painted The Bridge at Argenteuil? 

a. Mary Cassatt 

b. Winslow Homer 

c. Edouard Manet 

d. Claude Monet 

2. Which three topics does the text address? 

a. The painting’s use of color, Impressionist brush stroke style, and the expansion of the 

railroad service. 

b. The history of the Seine River, the founding of Argenteuil, and the city life in France. 

c. The founding of Impressionism, the popularity of sailing, and the personal life of Claude 

Monet. 

d. Famous Impressionist painters, techniques for painting nature images, and the Paris art 

scene. 

3. Read this sentence from the text. 

“A gentle wind pushes the boat across the calm river below.” 

What evident from the painting supports the author’s suggestion that there is a gentle wind? 

a. The brushstrokes are short and quick. 

b. The right side of the painting is full of shadows and varying shades of green. 

c. The boat’s sail is full while the water remains calm. 

d. The figures in the boar are far-off and tiny. 

4. Based on the information in the text and the painting, how could the mood of the painting best 

be described. 

a. Scary and threatening 

b. Calm and peaceful 

c. Wild and disturbing 

d. Exciting and fun 

 

 

 

 



 

5. What is the main idea of the text? 

a. Claude Monet’s appreciation of natural light and color is reflected in his painting of a 

calm outdoor scene near a river in Argenteuil. 

b. Impressionist painters such as Claude Monet preferred depicting natural scenes over 

scenes of urban life. 

c. The railroad bridge over the Seine River at Argenteuil inspired many Impressionist 

painters. 

d. The Seine River was typically calm and tranquil, making it a popular location for sailing 

among the people who lived in Argenteuil. 

6. Read these sentences from the text. 

“...the railroad service was expanding, and it became easier for city dwellers to take weekend  

trips to the nearby countryside. Perhaps the tiny figures in the boat enjoying time away from 

the faster pace of urban life. 

Why might the author have included this suggestion that the figures in the boat are taking 

relaxing time away from the city? 

a. To highlight the importance of the Seine River to French industry 

b. To highlight the sense of calm in the painting  

c. To suggest that the growing railroad service negatively affected the quality of life in 

France 

d. To suggest that Monet preferred painting images of nature 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence. 

Light and color change frequently throughout the day. _______, Monet had to work quickly to  

capture the color and light as he saw it 

a. Still 

b. Because 

c. Therefore 

d. However 

8. According to the text, what did Claude Monet appreciate about the outdoors? 

 

 

 

 



 

9. Read this sentence from the text. 

“A gentle wind pushes the boar across the calm river below.” 

What characteristic of the painting suggest that the wind is gentle? 

Support your answer with evidence from the text and images 

 

10.What characteristics of the painting create a feeling of calm in the scene? 

Support you answer with evident from the text and images. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



The Inside Scoop - Comprehension Questions 

**Highlight your answer and select “U” in the toolbar to make the text underlined. 

1. What does Gus Elefantis do during the summer? 

a. Gus Elefantis teachers Greek to tourists. 

b. Gus Elefantis drives an ice cream truck. 

c. Gus Elefantis works on a construction site. 

d. Gus Elefantis waits tables at a restaurant. 

2. What is the sequence of events in a summer day for Gus? 

a. Gus gives away ice cream for free; Gus goes shopping for supplies; Gus drives around 

to sell ice cream. 

b. Gus gives away ice cream for free; Gus drives around to sell ice cream; Gus goes 

shopping for supplies. 

c. Gus goes shopping for supplies; Gus drives around to sell ice cream; Gus gives away 

ice cream for free. 

d. Gus goes shopping for supplies; Gus gives away ice cream for free; Gus drives around 

to sell ice cream. 

3. Many people in Astoria like Gus. 

What evidence from the passage supports this statement? 

a. “However, the people of Astoria don’t go to his truck just for ice cream-whether it’s free 

or not-they also go to see their friend.” 

b. “Gus’s morning duty is to ‘go shopping’ and purchase any new stock the truck needs for 

the day.” 

c. “Gus Elefantis’s summer days begin at about 8 a.m. when he and his wife Lola wake up 

to make breakfast for their two daughters.” 

d. “The side windows of the truck have few stickers, making it easy to see into the back 

where Gus works.” 

4. What is one problem with Gus’s job? 

a. Gus buys the items he needs for his truck from a friend. 

b. Gus works in Astoria, New York. 

c. Gus’s job causes pain in his legs. 

d. Gus’s job allows him to interact with people. 

 



 

5. What is this passage mostly about? 

a. An ice cream company called Mister Softee 

b. The neighborhood of Astoria, New York 

c. Different flavors of ice cream 

d. The work of an ice cream truck driver 

6. Read the following sentence: “Gus agrees, saying he won’t even need to glance inside the 

freezer as he fills orders for the long lines of customers waiting on the sidewalks.” 

What does the word customers mean? 

a. People who get into trouble 

b. People who work hard 

c. People who are mean to others 

d. People who buy things 

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Gus like some things about his job ________ not others. 

a. In summary 

b. Above all 

c. But 

d. After 

8. Name two things Gus likes about his job. 

 

9. Name two things Gus does not like about his job. 

 

10.Gus says that, in some ways, he would love a stable, everyday job. Why does he choose to be 

an ice cream truck driver instead? Support your answer with evidence from the passage. 

 


